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NIC Mission and Structure

• Tri-agency organization
– Over 60 military and civilian personnel y p

located in Washington, D.C.
– Global sea ice analysis and 

forecasting
• International Partnerships

– North American Ice Service (NAIS)
• Canadian Ice Service (CIS)• Canadian Ice Service (CIS)
• International Ice Patrol (IIP)

– International Arctic Buoy Programme
(IABP)(IABP)

– International Ice Charting Working 
Group (IICWG) NAIS IAPB IICWG

NIC’s mission is to provide the highest quality strategic and tactical ice services 
tailored to meet the operational requirements of U.S. national interests.
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NIC Organization Structure
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NIC Operational Products
ProductsInputs
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NIC Operational Customers
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Scientific Accomplishments

NIC Arctic sea ice charts and 33 year climatology dataset

Uses
• Input to NIC analysis

• Input to numerical 
forecast models

• Climate research• Climate research

• Mission / route 
planning
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Science ActivitiesScientific Transitional Products
Sea Ice Thickness Proxy Using NIC Analyzed Charts

NIC 
P d t
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Products
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Scientific Transitional Products
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